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January 2020 

As we begin the second half of the school year, it is amazing to 
see the growths and improvements students have made in math 
these past four months! Thank you for all that you do to sup-
port the students by making sure they are completing home-
work assignments and studying when necessary. This month we 
are starting “pre-algebra” concepts, including solving equations.  
You should still expect to see optional homework assignments a 
couple times per week with learning checks in class.  Honors will 
be finishing up the 7th grade textbook with Geometry and 
should be ready for the 8th grade textbook by the end of the 
month.. As always, please feel free to contact me with any con-
cerns/questions so we can address them promptly!  

Happy new year to everyone! This month in January, we will be finishing our Earth 
Through Time unit as we learn about paleontology, the fossil record, heritable traits, 
animal classification, speciation, and extinction. Students will continue to learn via lec-
ture, notes, labs, and assignments. The essential questions students will be asked to 
answer this unit are: 

Explain the Law of Superposition as it relates to Earth’s history. 
How can fossil records be used to show change in organisms within Earth’s history? 
Use similarities and differences to compare present organisms with past organisms to show an 

understanding of life forms through history. 
What is common ancestry and how does it relate to evolution? 
Explain how fossils are used to determine common ancestry, speciation, and mass extinctions. 

After learning about the many forms of life and the classes they are divided into, we 
will go microscopic and learn about cells – the smallest units of life – towards the end 
of the month / early February. After that, we will end our year by learning about or-
gan systems of the human body and later completing the human growth and develop-
ment portion of your child’s science education.  
 
Everything done in class that can be posted online will be provided on Google Class-
room (notes, worksheets, quizzes, reviews, etc.) One big change that I am experiment-
ing with is that I am no longer using a weighted system for grades. I will use a point-
based system for 3rd and likely 4th quarter. It should not affect the way I grade assign-
ments. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns about anything, please email 
me!  

Important 

Dates: 

Mr. Pham—Science 



 

 

Language Arts - Mrs. Thackery  

 Welcome back! The students will be working on various content pieces and 
short readings this semester in our new unit, “The People and our Planet”. Students 
will continue having weekly homework that is assigned Monday and due Friday. It is 
primarily available online as it is through a digital platform (ReadWorks), but the stu-
dents always have paper copies available here if  they are without digital access at 
home. I encourage you to check Google Classroom for you student’s progress, but 
ParentVue is always the most reliable source for your student’s missing work and 
grades. The assignments on Google Classroom (that will be graded) will match the 
assignment names on ParentVue if  they transfer over and are being entered as a 
grade. Very few things are graded ON Google Classroom, as it is mostly used as a 
platform to push out homework/assignments/review/digital test platforms. If  you 
have any questions, feel free to e-mail me! Thank you, and I look forward to the new 
semester. 

Ms. Dellinger—Social Studies 

Welcome Back!!!!!! As we enter the New Year, we will be turning our focus 
to Russia, Southern and Central Asia. We will explore the history, culture, 
and geography of  the continent of  Asia and build our knowledge of  the 
various regions that make this location so unique. Our test over these 
units will be on January 31, 2020. 
 
Now is the perfect time to replenish your student’s supplies (paper, pen-
cils, erasers, etc.). 

Reminders: 
Please make sure students are bringing their binders to school eve-
ry day to ensure they have the supplies necessary to be successful 
in the classroom! 
 
No food or drink (except for clear water bottles) are allowed in our 
classrooms. They will be asked to take these items to their lockers.  
 
Tutoring is available Monday –Thursday after school until 4:30. It will 
begin on Tuesday, January 21. You or your student can ask a teach-
er to be added to the list for that day if  it is not full already.  

R 
I 

G 

O 

R 

R 
I 

G 

O 

R 


